PREFACE  TO  THE   THIRD  EDITION
IN revising the book for this third edition I have made
use of several important works which have appeared since
the last edition was published. Among these I would name
particularly the learned treatises of Count Baudissin on
Adonis, of Dr. E. A. Wallis Budge on Osiris, and of my
colleague Professor J. Garstang on the civilization of the
Hittites, that still mysterious people, who begin to loom a
little more distinctly from the mists of the past. Following
the example of Dr. Wallis Budge, I have indicated certain
analogies which may be traced between the worship of Osiris
and the worship of the dead, especially of dead kings,
among the modern tribes of Africa. The conclusion to
which these analogies appear to point is that under the
mythical pall of the glorified Osiris, the god who died and
rose again from the dead, there once lay the body of a dead
man. Whether that was so or not, I will not venture to say.
The longer I occupy myself with questions of ancient myth-
ology the more diffident I become of success in dealing with
them, and I am apt to think that we who spend our years
in searching for solutions of these insoluble problems are
like Sisyphus perpetually rolling his stone up hill only to
see it revolve again into the valley, or like the daughters
of Danaus doomed for ever to pour water into broken jars
that can hold no water. If we are taxed with wasting life
in seeking to know what can never be known, and what, if
it could be discovered, would not be worth knowing, what
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